A civil partnership is a legally recognized relationship between two people of the same sex or the opposite sex that offers many of the same benefits as a conventional marriage. Before addressing the specificities of the French civil partnership contract, designated as a civil covenant of solidarity (pacte civil de solidarité), commonly known as PACS, it is necessary to define and explain the origin of this type of contract. The conclusion of a PACS, despite the fact that it is less formal than marriage, implies the respect of certain conditions of substance and form during its formation and its modification. Recently, PACS has undergone changes on this point, through a simplification of the rules of form with the establishment of its statement and registration by the registrar, removing SEEU Review Volume 14 Issue 1 135 the court clerk's intervention. Once the PACS is concluded, with the main purpose of organizing the couple's common life, this contract produces personal, pecuniary and patrimonial effects between the partners. As the PACS is legally only a contract, it can be dissolved by the appearance of four events. When PACS is dissolved, consequences result for the situation of the partners because they must proceed to the liquidation of the property they own and also repay the debts incurred during the period of their living together. If the dissolution of PACS is caused by the death of one of the partners, then particular consequences will affect the situation of the surviving partner. In fact, couples who entered into a PACS are not considered heirs in the eyes of the law.
Introduction
The French civil partnership, commonly known as PACS, is a contract between two adult persons of the same sex or of different sexes, whose main purpose is to organize their living together as a couple. PACS was originally created on November 15, 1999 by the Law n°99-944 relating to civil partnership. However, the current content and structure of PACS is not the one provided for in the 1999 law because this contract underwent a major reform in 2006. We owe the current organization of PACS to the law relating to the reform of inheritances and gifts ("libéralités" in French) .
Prior to 1999, couples could only choose between a situation of cohabitation or marriage. Nevertheless, at that time, marriage was only granted to couples of different genders. Therefore, same-sex couples lived only in cohabitation. Cohabitation is not an advantageous situation for couples because they are legally considered as two single people. In In particular, couples can choose definitively to turn to a PACS to organize their living together because they are less committed than in a marriage. They can also decide, before definitively projecting themselves in the marriage, to enter into a PACS in order to try to organize living together. In case of failure, it will be easier for the couple to dissolve a PACS than a marriage.
Nowadays, Article 515-1 of the French Civil Code defines PACS by explaining that "A civil covenant of solidarity is a contract entered into by two natural persons of age, of different sexes or of a same sex, to organize their common life." If the PACS has been maintained it is obviously due to its differences compared to marriage. The biggest difference between these two contracts is that a PACS is a contract that deals exclusively with the situation of the partners, ignoring family life and children. Unlike marriage, the members of the couple who entered into a PACS aren't called spouses but civil partners. (Gay, 2018) Despite the many differences between marriage and PACS when the latter was created, both contracts have now an increasing number of similarities.
These common points have allowed PACS to be nicknamed by some authors of doctrine, such as Simler and Hilt, as a "quasi-marriage". (Simler and Hilt, 2006 : 1495 -1500 .
Formation and modification of PACS
Before explaining in the following sections the consequences of a PACS, it seems obvious to explain the circumstances in which a PACS can be concluded. Despite the fact that the PACS is a less formal contract than a marriage, it still requires the respect of certain conditions by the couple.
The formation of a PACS requires both substantive and formal conditions (a). After being concluded, it is possible for the partners to modify the contract but in order to do that, some formalities must also be respected (b).
A) The conditions for the formation of PACS
1) Substantive conditions
For a PACS to be concluded, this one must fulfill substantive conditions. Some of these, which must be respected for the formation of a PACS, are identical to those required during a marriage (a). However, some substantive conditions are required only for the formation of a PACS (b).
a) Substantive conditions identical to those of a marriage
During the review of the PACS law, the Constitutional Council declared, in its decision rendered on November 9, 1999, that all the substantive conditions necessary for the validity of a contract under French law are applicable to PACS. (Constitutional Council, decision n ° 99-419, 1999) These conditions are laid down in Articles 1128 et seq of the French Civil Code and also apply during the conclusion of a marriage which, despite its affective connotation, remains a legal contract. Article 1128 states that "The following are necessary for the validity of a contract: 1° the consent of the parties; 2° their capacity to contract; 3° content which is lawful and certain." These conditions are identical to any type of contract and not particular to the conclusion of the PACS, thus a thorough elaboration is not necessary. Therefore, it is no longer necessary for future partners to travel to court.
By conferring this power on the registrar, the legislator brings the PACS closer to marriage because they are both celebrated at the town hall. The law of November 18, 2016 falls within the current aim of the legislator, advocating a modernization of the justice of the 21st century. To achieve this, the legislator is trying to unblock the courts by facilitating and accelerating their work.
In principle, in order to do the joint statement, the partners must appear personally before the registrar. But, exceptionally, paragraph 2 of Article 515-3 states that the registrar may move to the place of residence or domicile of one of the parties in case of serious impediments. This last notion remains vague because there is no list explaining what these serious impediments are. Thus, it is up to the judge to determine it according to the specific case, in order to know if the impediment must, or not, be considered serious. Concerning the partners concluding a PACS abroad, they must appear before the diplomatic and consular agents so that they carry out the formalities.
b) Registration of the pact
Unlike marriage, registration of PACS is much less formalistic. Before the entry into force of the law of November 18, 2016, the registration of the joint statement was done by the court administration service of the place of birth of each partner. However, the law of November 18, 2016 modified this procedure in order to relieve the clerks of some of their work and thus hope for a faster file processing by the court. Today, the procedure for registering PACS takes place either before the registrar or before a notary. They only check that the conditions necessary for the conclusion of a PACS are met. Once the check has been carried out, the notary or the registrar proceed to register the joint statement, as well as its publication, allowing it to be opposable to third parties. The last step is for them to transfer information about the couple's PACS to the registrars of the birth places of each partner, so that they register it on the margin of the birth certificate.
Before the law of June 23, 2006, the PACS were mentioned in a special register, different from that of the birth certificate. This particularity was explained by the desire to preserve the anonymity of same-sex couples, because their PACS remained confidential and couldn't be known by others by simply reading the birth certificate. However, this need for 
B) Pecuniary effects
Beyond the personal effects produced by the PACS, it also has effects on the wealth of each partner. The conclusion of a PACS implies for the partners to provide each other with material assistance (1), as well as to be in solidarity with the debts concluded during and for the life together (2). The pecuniary effects of PACS are similar to those of marriage. 
1) Material aid

C) Property effects 1) The legal regime of "separation as to property"
Before the entry into force of the 2006 law, no legal regime governed by default the property of PACS couples. Therefore, when there was no "indivision agreement" between the partners, the law provided dispersed rules to govern these situations. En indivision is the most common method of joint ownership, according to French legislation, and refers to the undivided property, purchased by two or more persons, with each one holding a stake in the property in whatever terms that may be decided between them. In English law it is equivalent to «a tenancy in common».
In general, the law considered that furniture acquired after the conclusion of the PACS, as well as other furniture acquired before, was subject to "tenancy in common". These rules implied complex management because most partners' property belonged equally to both members of the couple. It was difficult, especially when PACS was dissolved, to reach an agreement on the division of property.
To simplify this asset management, the law of June 23, 2006 created a legal patrimonial regime only for PACS. This regime, implicitly found in Article 515-5, is the "separation as to property". This regime allows partners to personally own the properties they owned before the PACS conclusion. Thus, during the dissolution of PACS, each partner takes back the properties for which he has always remained the sole owner.
However, if the partners disagree on the ownership of a property, it is up to the one who claims to be the exclusive owner to provide proof of ownership of the property. Failing to do this, the property is considered to be indivisible. The submission to the regime of "separation as to
property" does not prevent the partners who acquired properties to submit them to "indivision". In this case, ownership of these properties cannot be contested. They will not be able to try to recover the ownership of the property on grounds of an unequal contribution to this property by having contributed more in its management and improvement than the other partner, because the "indivision" was decided during the property's purchase. All these rules, relating to the regime of "separation as to property", apply only if the partners have not provided other provisions in an agreement managing their property.
2) Diversion of the legal regime: the "indivision agreement"
There is no obligation for a couple to submit their property to the regime of "separation as to property". The partners can conclude an "indivision agreement" in which they put all their properties acquired after the conclusion of the PACS. This agreement can be drafted as soon as a PACS is concluded or in an amending agreement drafted during PACS, producing effects for properties later acquired. Nevertheless, not all properties can be submitted to "indivision". Article 515-5-2 lists these properties which should remain the exclusive property of only one of the 
The dissolution of pacs
The dissolution of a PACS is much simpler than the dissolution of marriage, as there are only four situations, each of which has a specific procedure, to dissolve it (A). As soon as the PACS is dissolved, there are effects on the situation of each partner. Some effects of the dissolution of PACS are provided for by law but this can be circumvented by the partners by drafting agreements or wills which have a superior legal force to the law. Other effects not provided for by law are governed solely by the agreements or the legal regime adopted by the partners (B).
A First, the dissolution of a PACS can be achieved through a joint statement drafted by partners wishing to separate by mutual agreement.
After having written together their joint statement, the partners must hand it over to the registrar or the notary who registered the PACS. Once registration is done, the PACS immediately ends for the partners.
Nevertheless, the dissolution of PACS will create effects towards third parties only when disclosure formalities are fully done.
The dissolution of a PACS can also follow a unilateral rupture. The latter means that only one of the partners wishes to break the PACS. When doing so, the partner wishing to break it is not obliged to justify his choice. Nevertheless, he has the obligation to warn the other partner of his will to break PACS. As soon as the other partner has been informed, the registrar or the notary who registered PACS proceeds to register the unilateral rupture. This procedure, by which each partner can put an end to a PACS overnight, may put civil partners in an insecure position. As a matter of fact, the derelict partner can claim compensation for the damage suffered when the dissolution of the PACS by the other partner is sudden. Nevertheless, the unilateral rupture is not in itself a fault. This implies that the derelict partner cannot obtain compensation solely due to the dissolution of the PACS by the other partner. To show that he has suffered harm and thus obtain damages, the derelict partner must show that the break-up of the PACS took place brutally or suddenly. If the judges recognize the existence of a wrongful termination, they will award damages to the derelict partner, while maintaining the dissolution of PACS.
Regarding the dissolution of PACS following the marriage of one of the partners with a third party, the partner marrying is not obliged to alert his former partner. Indeed, the latter will be aware of the marriage by the fact of the dissolution of the PACS, which is automatic. («Dissolution du
PACS : Procédures et consequences», 2018)
The PACS dissolution procedure is the same when the PACS terminates following the death of one of the partners or the marriage of the partners or of one of them. In all these situations, the registrar, in charge of noting the death or marriage on the margin of the birth certificate, must alert the registrar of the PACS registration place. The latter must then register the dissolution of the PACS and notify the partner(s). These formalities must be carried out but they have no influence on the actual day of dissolution because this one is effective on the day of the marriage or the death.
B) The effects of dissolution
Regardless of the situation at the origin of the dissolution of a PACS, the partners must always, following the dissolution, proceed to the liquidation of their properties and the payment of their debts. A particularity is added in the field of succession, when the death of one of the partners leads to the dissolution of the PACS. The succession's rules for civil partners totally differ from that of the spouses.
First, once a PACS is dissolved, the partners must share their properties.
There is no law governing the division of property upon dissolution of a PACS. Therefore, each sharing will be amicable and different depending on the situation of the partners. If the partners have put their properties under the legal patrimonial regime applicable to PACS, then their property is submitted to the regime of "separation as to property". This regime means that properties acquired by one of the partners before and during the life together remain the exclusive ownership of the partner who purchased the property. Therefore, during the dissolution of the PACS, each partner gets back his personal properties. However, there is one exception when one of the partners improved the personal property of the other by giving him money. In this situation, the creditor partner may request the reimbursement of these sums. If the partners did not wish to submit their property to the legal regime, then they could create their own agreement by submitting their property to the "indivision".
Therefore, the property belongs to both partners equally. The division of property into "indivision" is not always easy because not all properties can be divided into two parts. That is why in practice, one of the partners retains the property in its entirety and in return pays a sum of money to the other partner, which is called "soulte". If neither of the partners wants to keep a property, then they can sell it and divide equally the money received from that sale.
If the spouses have incurred debts or receivables during their life together, it is at the time of the dissolution of the PACS that the refund or the claim for payment of receivables must be carried out. The partners must reimburse the debts contracted jointly towards third parties during their joint life. They must also reimburse each other for the existing debts between them. For example, if the partners foresaw a joint contribution to household expenses when PACS was concluded, but one of them failed to do so, the defaulting partner must reimburse the other during the dissolution. If there is disagreement about the repayment of the debts, the partners have the possibility to seize the judge for family affairs which will rule on the division of the properties.
Besides, when the dissolution of a PACS is caused by the death of one of the partners, the rules of succession applicable to PACS couples differ from those applicable to married couples. Indeed, the major difference between a surviving spouse and a surviving partner is in the scope of («PACS et succession», 2018) This is the case, for example, for properties acquired before the conclusion of PACS which could not be divided. The second possibility for a partner to inherit the deceased partner's properties is the writing by the latter of a will. Again, the surviving partner cannot always inherit the entire estate of the deceased partner. In fact, if there are rightful heirs within the estate, part of the estate called "la réserve" can only be given to these heirs. For example, the children or the surviving spouse are considered as rightful heirs. If this is the case, and if the deceased has written a will in his favor, the surviving partner may still inherit from another part of the estate which is called "the available share". This notion is defined as "the share of an estate which can be transferred on to persons other than the rightful heirs." ("Quotité disponible -définition", 2012) In view of these two possibilities for the surviving partner to inherit, it appears that an estate is possible between partners but it must be explicitly foreseen before the death of one of them.
Conclusions
PACS stands for "pacte civil de solidarité », and is a legal union between two persons of either sex. Originally PACS was introduced in France in 1999 as a way for same-sex couples to have the same rights as married couples, but its popularity has increased year after year among straight couples also. Nowadays, 95% of couples getting PACS are of different sexes. The main effects of the PACS are the obligation of the partners to live together and the duty to provide material support and mutual assistance. Solidarity between partners does not apply to debts that are clearly excessive. In terms of property, separation of property becomes the rule and undivided shares, the exception. Civil partners do not have the exact same rights as married couple. Unlike spouses, civil partners are not considered legal heirs of their deceased partners. Nevertheless, the law does not prevent the partners from drafting agreement provisions, during their lifetime that will allow the surviving partner to inherit.
Despite the fact that PACS is apparently more advantageous than marriage, due to its ease of conclusion and dissolution and also because it involves couples less than a marriage, it remains disadvantageous concerning estate. Before concluding one of these contracts, the couple must be aware of these major differences, which will enable them to choose the most appropriate contract for their situation.
